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forfeit every sort of meaning, unless the symboiicai one is
conceded them. As a pure actuality, a triangle in which
an eye is enclosed is so meaningless that it is impossible
for the observer to regard it as mere accidental trifling,
Such a figure immediately conjures up a symbolical
conception of it. This effect is supported cither by a
frequent and identical occurrence of the same figure, or by
a particularly careful and arresting manner of production
which is the actual expression of a particular value placed
upon it
Symbols that are without the spontaneous effect just
described  are cither dead, i.e. outstripped by a better
formulation, or else  products whose symbolical nature
depends exclusively upon the attitude of the observing
consciousness.   This attitude  that   conceives the given
phenomenon as symbolic may be briefly described as the
symbolical attitude.    It  is only partially justified by the
behaviour of things; for the rest, it is the outcome of a
definite view of life endowing the occurrence, whether
great or small, with a meaning- to which a certain deeper
value is given than to pure actuality.   This view of things
stands opposed to another view, which lays the accent
upon pure actuality, and subordinates meaning to facts,
For this latter attitude there can be no symbol at all,
wherever the symbolism depends exclusively upon the
manner of consideration.    But even for such an attitude
symbols   also  exist:   namely,   those   that  prompt  the
observer to the conjecture of a hidden meaning,   An
image of a god with the head of a bull can certainly be
explained as a human body with a bull's head.   But this
explanation could scarcely hold the scales against the
symbolic interpretation, since the symbol is too arresting
to -be   entirely overlooked   A symbol   that   seems to
obtrude its symbolical nature need not be alive,    Its effect
may be wholly restricted, for instance, to the historical